CANYON CENTER FOR
CHARACTER EDUCATION

What are Virtues?

Grand Canyon University’s Canyon Center for Character Education within the College of Education aims to

provide an understanding of character, virtues, virtue development and character education to promote school
cultures that encourage human and societal flourishing through virtue formation.

VIRTUES DEFINED

Virtues are positive personal strengths that enable behaviors and actions that reflect high moral standards. Virtues are
empowering and are key to fulfilling an individual's potential. Virtue formation includes the actions related to forming or the
process of forming virtues whether for individual or societal growth. This can be accomplished with modeling and teaching.

VIRTUES UNDERSTOOD

No definitive list of virtues can be given, as the virtues will, to a certain extent, be relative to individual constitution,
developmental stage and social circumstance. However, a general idea can be broken into four categories of virtues:
intellectual, moral, civic and performance. Although virtues can be divided into different categories, they form a coherent,
mutually supportive whole in a well-rounded life. Character education is all about their integration, guided by the overarching
intellectual virtue of practical wisdom or ‘good sense.’
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